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COUNCIL MEETING —15™ JULY 2020

NOTICE OF: Reference No: Date Received: Date Forwarded:
Amendment Al to WP3 13/7/20 14/7/20
Submitted by: Councillor Matthew Robinson

Relevant Board/Regulatory Panel: Executive Board

Executive Member/Chair: Executive Member Resources

Relevant Director Director of Resources and Housing

In paragraph 3 delete after ‘by Government’ and replace with:

‘and resolves to continue to lobby for additional resources and financial flexibility needed to deal
with the Covid-19 pandemic in Leeds.’

In paragraph 4 delete after ‘but notes’ and replace with:

‘that net external borrowing by Leeds City Council increased from £1.40bn in 2014/15 to £2.24bn
in 2019/20 an increase of over £800m in a 5 year period. The impact of this and the changes to
MRP policy means that Leeds City Council faces significant revenue budget pressures linked to
debt management and borrowing polices in addition to those brought about by the Covid-19
pandemic.’

Insert a new paragraph 5 as follows:
‘Council acknowledges in these difficult times the need to put politics to one side and calls for
- A cross party budget working group to be formed and meet within 30 days of this meeting
- Alocal cross party business and economic support task force to be formed and meet
within 30 days of this meeting
- Alocal cross party working group on cutting red tape & regulation to encourage growth
and prosperity in Leeds to be formed and meet within 30 days of this meeting’
In Paragraph 6 delete after ‘red tape’ and replace with:

‘to free up the council and to unleash the ingenuity and innovation of businesses, charities,
individuals and the entrepreneurs of Leeds to allow them to succeed.’

Delete the last paragraph and replace with:

‘Council requests that the Chief Executive develops a renewed economic strategy and debt
recovery plan to be shared with all elected members as soon as possible.’

Motion will read:

“This Council remembers all who lost their lives due to Coronavirus and expresses its deepest
sympathies to all who have lost loved ones.



Council is eternally grateful to the health and social care workers, other key workers and
volunteers in Leeds who continue to do such an incredible job. Council is proud of the response
of the people of Leeds to the pandemic and believes their grit and determination will help drive
the city’s economic recovery.

Council recognises the unprecedented impact on the council’s finances from additional
expenditure and lost income related to Coronavirus. Council notes the promise from Government
to do “whatever is necessary” to support councils in doing everything possible to respond to the
virus. Council welcomes the commitments made so far by Government and resolves to continue
to lobby for additional resources and financial flexibility needed to deal with the Covid-19
pandemic in Leeds.

Council supports the short term immediate measures to deliver savings that were reported to
Executive Board in June, but notes that net external borrowing by Leeds City Council increased
from £1.40bn in 2014/15 to £2.24bn in 2019/20 an increase of over £800m in a 5 year period.
The impact of this and the changes to MRP policy means that Leeds City Council faces
significant revenue budget pressures linked to debt management and borrowing polices in
addition to those brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Council acknowledges in these difficult times the need to put politics to one side and calls for:

- A cross party budget working group to be formed and meet within 30 days of this meeting

- Alocal cross party business and economic support task force to be formed and meet within 30
days of this meeting

- Alocal cross party working group on cutting red tape & regulation to encourage growth and
prosperity in Leeds to be formed and meet within 30 days of this meeting

This Council, along with councils all over the country, is ready to step up to help the UK recover
from this unprecedented global crisis. Council believes further financial support from government
is needed to do this, plus the removal of red tape to free up the council and to unleash the
ingenuity and innovation of businesses, charities, individuals and the entrepreneurs of Leeds to
allow them to succeed.

Council requests that the Chief Executive develops a renewed economic strategy and debt
recovery plan to be shared with all elected members as soon as possible.
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Councillor Matthew Robinson

Deadlines for submission

White Papers - 10.00 am on the day before the issue of the Summons
Questions - 10.00 am on Monday before the meeting
Amendments - 10.00 am on the day before the meeting

(including references back)

(All submissions should be made to Governance Services for receipt to be recorded and
distribution made)




